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Step 1 - Place the beat number(s) under each note. 
             Be sure to place the number beneath the note that it belongs to.

Rhythm Diagramming Instructions
Simplified

2 (4) 2 3 (2  3  4) (2) 3

Step 2 - If a note is more than one beat long, put the numbers AFTER the starting beat in parenthesis.

(2)
 R

(4) (2)
 R

(3)
 R

(2  3  4) (2) (3)
 R

Reminders:
• The last number of each measure needs to match the top number of the time signature.
The time signature tells you exactly how many beats should be in each measure.
• When using parenthesis for long notes and rests, each symbol has its own set of parenthesis.
Do not regroup long notes followed by rests or consecutive rests.

Step 3 - For rests, place ALL numbers belonging to that rest in parenthesis and write an "R" beneath.

œ œ œ œ œ Œ ˙ œ Œ Œ œ w ˙ Œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ ˙ œ Œ Œ œ w ˙ Œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ ˙ œ Œ Œ œ w ˙ Œ œ


